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certain class of truths. It is eminently
the fact in regard to this class that
" knowledge is power." The public pro-
mulgation of a philosophy profoundly
intellectual, sufficient to train an already
highly developed intellect, and to draw the
allegiance of a lofty mind, cannot injure
any. It can be preached without hesitation,
tor it does not attract the ignorant, who
turn away from it as dry, stiff, and unin-
teresting. But there are teachings which
deal with the constitution of naturef
explain recondite laws, and throw light on
hidden processes, the knowledge of which
gives control over natural energies, and
enables its possessor to direct these
energies to certain ends, as a chemist
deals with the production of chemical
compounds. Such knowledge may be very
useful to highly developed men, and may
much increase their power of serving the
race. But if this knowledge were published
to the world, it might and would be mis-
used, just as the knowledge of subtle
poisons was misused in the Middle Ages
by the Borgias and by others. It would
pass into the hands of people of strong